THE   COURT   OF   BERLIN                        Io1

LETTER   LII

December 2nd, 1786.

ON the agth, between one and two o'clock,
a person from   Courland came to  me and asked
for the Baron de.Noldfi.    He said he was charged
with  some  secret commission, and delivered him
a   letter from  M.  Rummel,  his   brother-in-law,  a
Syndic   of  the   nobility,  and   fifty  Prussian  gold
Fredericks.     The letter desired Nold6 would give
faith  to what  the  bearer  should  relate, and  in-
formed   him   that   the  Regency of  the   Republic
intended to confer on him the place of assessor,
if he   would   repair   to   Courland  that  he might
be put in nomination;  and that the appointment
was  to  be  made  at  the  beginning  of the year.
The bearer  of the letter said he had known the
Baron  Nold6 when a boy.    The Baron supposed
him  to  be   an   advocate,  or  a  notary,  of whom
he had some confused idea.    He neither told his
name,  where he lodged, how he  travelled, when
he   came   to   Berlin,   nor  where   he  was   going.
Hamburg, Ltibeck, Vienna, Munich, &c., are placesteen thousand livres a year,
